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Dear fellow Watchmen,

At our 5th Prayer United (PU) Retreat held in Sibu on 16-18 January this year, we were
reminded that prayers for revival and national transformation are costly. When we seek
the Lord’s anointing, we must not forget that the ultimate anointing is the “anointing of
dying”! Bishop Hwa Yung’s reflection on the Sibu retreat are included in this March
newsletter.

We left the retreat with the conviction that we will work on three things this year:

• Strengthen our own networks and also the unity with other networks;
• Build up the number of 24/7 prayer centres throughout the country;
• Raise the youth watchmen.

With the assassination of the North Korean President’s elder half-brother at KLIA2 airport
terminal, Malaysia is once again in international spotlight for all the wrong reasons. We
believe that spiritually, Malaysia is in the eye of the storm, and needs our unceasing
prayers.

PRAYER FOCUS

TABLING OF THE RUU355 
HUDUD BILL

SAFE RETURN OF PASTOR 
RAYMOND KOH

FIRST PARLIAMENTARY 
SITTING FROM 6 MAR – 6 APR



TABLING OF THE HUDUD BILL
The original version of PAS president Abdul Hadi Awang's motion for a
Private Member's Bill to amend the Syariah Courts (Criminal Jurisdiction)
Act (Act 355) is in the Parliament order paper, without any of the
amendments made last November. According to an excerpt of the order
paper sighted by Malaysiakini, the motion is number seven on the list of
bills and motions for the Parliament session which begins on Monday.
Continue to pray against the passing of this Bill which is a backdoor
attempt to allow harsh hudud punishments for Shariah offences to be
enforced on all Malaysians.

PARLIAMENTARY SITTING – MARCH 6 TO APRIL 6, 2017

The first Parliamentary sitting for this year will begin next Monday,
March 6. Pray for Members of Parliament to take up the responsibilities
of office diligently and with wisdom, given the difficulties of decision-
making, for the good of all Malaysians. Pray that they will be responsible
and rigorous in vetting and reviewing all order papers, bills and
legislation to be passed, ensuring that they are appropriate, just and
righteous laws for the good of all Malaysians, and not resort to wasteful
politicking. Pray that MPs will constructively hold the government to
account, and give wise counsel with good research and sound authority.

SAFE RETURN OF PASTOR RAYMOND KOH
Pray for the safe return of Pastor Raymond Koh who was abducted on
Monday, 13th February. We pray for the success of law enforcement and
investigating officers to locate the missing pastor and bring him to
safety. We pray that God in His mercy will convict the hearts of his
abductors to release Pastor Raymond Koh unharmed to his family.

Let us also pray for another pastor, Pastor Joshua Hilmi and his wife,
Ruth, who are also believed to be missing, but this has yet to be
confirmed. Let us pray for God’s protection over His workers and that He
will deliver them from evil.

PREPARATIONS FOR THE 14TH GENERAL ELECTIONS (GE14)
Pray for the raising of righteous leaders as candidates for the next
general elections, the GE14. Pray that they will be men of integrity with a
calling to serve the people, regardless of political party. Pray that the
nation will not be dragged down by gutter politicking through media
manipulation, but will see intelligent and focused debates that will bring
good to the future of the nation. Pray against the evil in money politics.
Pray for God’s light to shine and expose the darkness and corruption
that lurks in the halls of power. Pray for the civil servants involved in the
planning for GE14, that they will do a good job in the preparation.

Prayer United Malaysia 2



Some Reflections on the Sibu Retreat – Bishop Hwa Yung

Our 5th Prayer United (PU) Retreat was held
in Sibu on 16-18 Jan this year. It was the
largest ever retreat with 215 registered
participants. We were hosted by the PU
Sarawak Central Zone (PUSCZ) Committee
who did a marvellous job in taking care of us.
The retreat was held at the Shiuan Daw
Methodist Church, with participants staying
in Li Hua Hotel, a mere 3-minute walk away.
Many present felt that this was the best
retreat so far. Allow me to share some
thoughts with you.

The programme focused on the role of
prayer in revival and national transformation.
We looked at three countries, Colombia,
Indonesia and Malaysia.

Let us begin with Indonesia. We did not have
much time on this except that we looked at a
newly release video from the Jaringan Doa
Nasional (JDN) which now coordinates the
prayer movement throughout the country. It
tells of how the prayer movement began in
the late 1990s in the aftermath of the
downfall of President Suharto. In the midst
of a general breakdown of law and order,
there were demonstrations of all kinds, racial
riots in Jakarta, and churches burnt by the
hundreds across Indonesia. There were even
groups armed with modern automatic
weapons moving around in parts of the
country, attempting to exterminate whole
Christian communities.

The Indonesian prayer movement grew
tremendously in that context bringing much
unity to the church. Today JDN’s work is
divided into 10 zones, and city-wide prayers
can be called at short notice in almost 400
towns and cities. Many in the movement
believe that the present political stability in
Indonesia with more righteous leaders in
power is a direct result of the prayer. For
those interested to view the JDN videos, the
links are here: Short version-
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B9ubuYOacE
_-QUd2Z2FmODVwaTA/view?usp=sharing
Long version - https://youtu.be/CL52TvdzElM

Our main speaker was Mark Goodwin who
had worked some 20 years as a missionary
in Colombia.

Some of us have seen the earlier video on
transformation in Colombia produced by
George Otis. But that told only a small part
of a much larger story.

Mark arrived in Colombia in 1977 and found
a socio-political mess with anarchy
everywhere. Columbia then was the
largest exporter of cocaine in the world,
with much of the country was controlled
by drug cartels. More than that, there were
26 different Marxist guerrilla groups. The
largest was FARC with 50,000 members.
He laboured there for 20 years until revival
and national transformation began. On
one particular occasion, he and a small of
group of Colombians prayed and fasted for
40 days without attaining spiritual
breakthrough. They took a 3-week break
to recover physically, and then started a
second 40-day fast. On the 21st day of the
second fast, the breakthrough for national
revival came!

What was the result of the Colombian
revival? In the 1970s, evangelicals and
charismatics numbered about 1% of the
population. Operation World tells us that
by 2010, evangelicals had grown to 7.5%
and Pentecostal-charismatics (which
include many Catholics) to 18% of the
nation. Mega-churches with tens of
thousands of members have emerged. The
drug cartels together with the guerrilla
movements have all collapsed. And in
November last year, FARC, the last
remaining guerrilla group, made peace
with the government to end a 50-year civil
war!
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Some Reflections on the Sibu Retreat (cont’d)

Mark shared some key lessons with us. 

• First, the need for importunity in prayer, 
i.e. we need to persist like Jacob saying to 
God at Jabok, “I will not let you go unless 
you bless me” (Gen 32:26). 

• Second, the indispensable role of prayer 
and fasting if we want revival. 

• Third, we need to enter into the prophetic 
realm of prayer where we discern what 
God’s specific plans are and pray 
accordingly. For example, he spoke of God 
telling them to raise up 5 men who would 
then be used by God to lead the revival. 
These 5 are now leading huge movements 
or churches today, and includes César 
Castellanos who initiated the G12 small 
groups. 

• Fourth, prayer for revival is always costly. 
He himself was nearly killed, with the 
bullet stopped by the car door just a few 
inches from his heart. As they prayed, God 
told them that they needed one more 
anointing before revival comes in power—
the anointing of dying!

For those of us who are often discouraged
because we do not seem to see revival after
years of prayer, we need to listen to Pak
Pudun Tadem, our second speaker, and his
team members, Pastor Zaliman Rining and
Pastor Jeffry Agong. They represent BEM/SIB
Sarawak. Many of us have heard about God’s
work of revival in Sarawak in the 1970s and
80s in Bario, Bakelalan and Lundut. This
opened the way for the massive growth of
the church in that state from 19% in 1970 to
42% in 2000. Those revivals also impacted the
whole Malaysian church significantly. The
wonderful message that Pak Pudun shared
was that what was seen then in the 1970s
and 80s is happening all over again in 5 other
places in the Sarawak interior today! His
challenge to us is that we need to pray and
labour until these localised revivals in
Sarawak become “globalised” in the state
and nation!

What then can we conclude from what is
happening even now in Colombia, Indonesia
and our own country? Firstly, for revival and
national transformation to take place, we
must be united in prayer! Secondly, if what
Pak Pudun shared with us about Sarawak is
true, then our prayers for revival have not
been in vain. What is happening there,
together with other things taking place that
are less public, inform us that the Holy Spirit
is actively working in our midst. What we
must do is to pray and labour until these local
revivals are “globalised”! Thirdly, we must
not give up too easily but stay faithful,
persistent and importunate in prayer!
Remember the words of Jesus, “If you then,
who are evil, know how to give good gifts to
your children, how much more will your
Father who is in heaven give good things to
those who ask” (Mat 7:11). Therefore, with
humility and reverence we must storm
heaven’s door until God sees that we are
ready for Him to release His power from on
high! Finally, we cannot forget that prayers
for revival and national transformation are
costly. When we seek the Lord’s anointing,
we must not forget that the ultimate
anointing is the “anointing of dying”!
Tertullian reminded us way back in the 3rd

century that “The blood of martyrs is the
seed of the church!” Yet, there is no need for
fear. At the Last Supper Jesus told us in quiet
confidence: “In the world you will have
tribulations. But take heart, I have overcome
the world” (John 16:33)!

We left the retreat with the conviction that
we will work on three things this year. First,
we will continue to work at strengthening
our own networks and also the unity with
other networks. Second, we will work with all
parties to build up the number of 24/7 prayer
centres throughout the country. Finally, we
will work at bringing the youth into PU,
possibly starting with a national youth prayer
conference sometime this year. So brothers
and sister in PU, let’s get to work until revival
and national transformation come!

- Bishop Hwa Yung (Chairman)
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Prayer United Secretariat
c/o 24-7 Prayer Malaysia 

The Boiler Room
Level 1, CCM Ecumenical Centre
26, Jalan University, Section 11

46200 Petaling Jaya
Selangor 

Telephone: +601132110010
Secretary: Chrisanne Chin 
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MEMBERS OF PRAYER UNITED MALAYSIA

Councils/Fellowships

1. Council of Churches of Malaysia

2. Sabah Council of Churches

3. Kuching Ministers’ Fellowship

Church Denominations

2. Anglican Diocese of Kuching

3. Anglican Diocese of West Malaysia

4. Assemblies of God Malaysia

5. Basel Christian Church of Malaysia

6. Gereja Presbyterian Malaysia

7. Lutheran Church of Malaysia

8. Methodist Church in Malaysia

9. Protestant Church of Sabah 

10. SIB Sarawak

11. SIB Sabah

12. SIB Semenanjung

Pastor Fellowships

13. Sabah Pastors’ Fellowship

Zone Member Networks

15. Prayer United Penang

16. Prayer United Sarawak – Southern Zone

17. Prayer United Sarawak – Central Zone

18. Prayer United Sarawak – Northern Zone

Interdenominational Prayer Networks

19. Malaysia National Prayer Nurturing

20. 24-7 Prayer Malaysia


